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This den pulls double duty as an office 
and Janie Jordan’s personal retreat. 
The green linen wallpaper by Omexco 
and matching custom cabinetry echo 
the natural foliage visible through the 
expansive windows. Crisp ripple fold 
sheers and a luxe mohair desk chair add 
elegance to the space.
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A RE-IMAGINED URBAN RETREAT PROMOTES GATHERING 
BOTH INSIDE AND OUT FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON.

AA S  A  R E A L  E S TAT E  B RO K E R ,  Janie Jordan has seen a lot of 
homes, and her family has lived in quite a few of them too. Twenty 
years ago, when she and her husband Carter found their current 
property on two hilly, wooded acres just off the beltline, they knew the 
established neighborhood was a gem. The “off the beaten path” feel 
with a convenient location was ideal, even if the two-story Colonial 
was not a great fit for their modern tastes. The family completed 
three renovations through the years, the most recent in an effort to 
get the property market-ready. But after looking with no success for 
similar lots in the area that offered the acreage they wanted with the 
convenience they needed, the Jordans decided to raze their Colonial 
and build their dream home on the existing lot.

“We wanted a forever home where our kids and grandkids could visit 
and gather with us, both inside and out,” says Janie. “I created ten pages 
of dos and don’ts to ensure this build was everything we dreamed it 
could be.” Builder/architect Dixon/Kirby put the Jordans in touch with 
interior designers Robert MacNeill and Brittany Roux of Roux MacNeill 
Studio, and together they collaborated with landscaper Gardens to Die 
For to create a modern retreat in the heart of Raleigh tailored to the 
family’s lifestyle that embraced a seamless flow between outdoors and in.
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The Jordans’ grandchildren love spending time in their 
own bunkroom, complete with a fun ceiling-hung chair 

by Kenneth Cobonpue and nature-hued, mobile “river 
stone” ottomans that allow the kids to explore the limits 

of their imagination. OPPOSITE: The adjoined dining and 
living room spaces are a feast for the senses, combining 

luxe fabrics and cowboy-style leather against an 
impressive double-story stone fireplace. Above the table, 
a dramatic blown glass and hand-forged metal fixture by 

Hammerton offers rustic elegance. 
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Roux and MacNeill focused on creating 
interesting interior spaces that highlight the 
natural landscape by using neutral, earthy 
tones and organic materials. “The home is 
a study in natural textures: stone, leather, 
wood, bronze, and more,” MacNeill says. 
“These elements work hand-in-hand with 
the home’s expansive windows and lush 
landscaping to create a seamless vibe we 
dubbed Modern Mountain.”

Various shades of green throughout the 
interior echo the view from the windows, from 
the organic tones in Janie’s den to the moody 
hue of the owner’s bedroom. The kitchen’s 
steel hood with natural patina juxtaposed 
with handmade tiles, linen wallcoverings 
in the den, and cowboy-style leather in the 
living room impart rustic flair in the modern 
home. An open-ceiling outdoor shower with a 
natural privacy “forest” of bamboo and ferns 
exemplifies the convergence of outside and in.

Oversized statement lighting serves double 
duty as sculptural artwork; dramatic Visual 
Comfort pendants in the kitchen, a hand-
woven ribbon fixture in the guest room, and  
the stunning three-story LED staircase fixture 
add interest, movement, and wow moments in 
the home.

Gathering spots abound, ranging from 
intimate nooks to entertaining areas, 
speaking to the Jordans love of quality time 
with friends and family. The owner’s suite’s 

The stone fireplace beckons 
family and friends to sit, dine, 

and chat in front of a warm 
blaze. The mix of natural woven 

elements, wood, and stone 
give the patio a modern yet 

earthy ambiance. Dining chairs, 
chaises, and umbrellas are all 

from JANUS et Cie.
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The blue-green hue of Sherwin-Williams Mediterranean on the owner’s 
bedroom’s walls and ceiling give the space a cozy, almost nest-like ambiance. 
The leather bench, upholstered in an eggplant colorway, adds sophistication 
and a pop of color to the moody room. OPPOSITE: Simple and functional, Janie's 
personal art room is the perfect backdrop for inspiration. Canvas curtains, a nod 
to her artistry, frame large windows, allowing plenty of natural light and a ledge 
to dry flowers. A cast-iron sink, selected by Dixon Kirby, eases paintbrush cleanup. 
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This midcentury-modern guest 
bedroom employs warm salmon and 
gray tones to evoke a cozy yet refined 
feel. A vintage watercolor 
by Evan Reid hangs over the bed, 
and the chaise by Precedent is 
covered in a Kelly Wearstler 
for Groundworks Fabric.
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luxurious sitting room offers solitude with a resort-like 
poolside ambiance, and the private patio off the family’s  
den is the perfect place to enjoy a cup of tea while  
soaking in nature. Larger crowds can gather around  
the outdoor fireplace, take a dip in the pool, or spend  
hours talking at the dining room table after a great meal. 
There’s even a fun bunkroom where the grandkids can  

play and stretch the limits of their imagination in a kid-
inspired space.

When asked about her favorite spot in the new home, Janie 
says she doesn’t have one—she loves them all. “There are so 
many indoor and outdoor retreats built into this home, it’s 
impossible to pick a favorite. From the nature-inspired spaces 
to the lush landscaping, our forever home is a true paradise.” u
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Green marble tile with glints of satin brass plumbing work hand in hand with rich wood cabinetry to create a quiet serenity in the 
owner’s bath. Sophisticated linear glass sconces warm the space while mirrors reflect natural light throughout.
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The theme of embracing nature is demonstrated 
in the kitchen’s use of raw materials: the steel hood 
with natural patina, the quartzite countertops, and 
the Zellige handmade tile backsplash. Dramatic 
Visual Comfort pendants along with walnut and 
dark green cabinetry provide depth and elegance.



H O M E D E S I G N D E C O R M A G . C O M  5 3

Whether reading a book or taking a spot of 
afternoon tea in the Feature Flora matcha tea 

set, the private upstairs balcony provides solitary 
refuge in nature. Seating from the Hay Palissade 

Chaise and Lounge series in an elegant geometric 
design in green blends seamlessly with the view.


